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City of San Diego, Additions to Regional Standard Drawings 
 
Regional Standard Drawings are available at http://www.regional-stds.com/home/book/drawings, and changes 
can be proposed, to this committee.   
 
Instructions to review group:  Review and mark deletions, additions and edits on the nursery stock 
drawings available at http://urbantree.org/details_specs.shtml. Number and write reasons for the changes (on 
separate paper). If you finish one set, get another set and review and mark changes.  
 
Names of reviewers:  ______________________    ___________________    ____________________ 
 
Background* Briefly summarize the relevant existing regulations or review process.  
 

Regional Standard Drawings are used for blueprints, landscape plans, and contract specifications by 
cities throughout the county. Some cities adapt the plans and/or renumber them, such as the City of 
San Diego’s “whitebook” with standard specifications for public works construction, 
https://www.sandiego.gov/publicworks/edocref/greenbook.   
 
Specifications for nursery stock, and corrections at the time of planting, were developed by experienced 
arborists and researchers and peer-reviewed. They are available as set of details and specifications in 
AutoCAD and PDF formats, at http://urbantree.org/details_specs.shtml. These were reviewed locally by 
arborists and landscape architects.  

 
Issue*  Briefly summarize the issue or problem that has triggered the need for the proposed amendment. 
Please include any real-world project examples.  
 

Trees that are planted with insufficient space, poor nursery stock, circling roots, and/or planted too far 
below or above grade will always have stunted growth and perhaps die within 3 to 10 years. Other 
factors influencing tree health are soils, watering, and young tree pruning. Best management practices 
are provided in ANSI 300, and those are required in most municipal codes.  
 
The Regional Standard Drawings currently do not include specifications for nursery stock, corrections 
to nursery stock at time of planting, and corrections to root structure.  Without regional specifications in 
landscape plans, trees will be planted in private developments and public works projects that will not 
develop into healthy trees.   

 
Objective*  Provide a one or two sentence statement of what you want to achieve with the proposed 
[revisions to the drawings].  
 

Align City code with best management practices from ANSI standards and California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection, . Add drawings for nursery stock and for corrections at time of planting.    

 
Solution*  Briefly summarize how you propose to address the issue and achieve the objective with the 
proposed [revisions to the drawings]. 
 

Specifications for nursery stock, and their corrections at point of installation, are recommended to be 
added to the Regional Standard Drawings.     

 
File Attachments*   Marks on each drawing to indicate revisions.  
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Shade trees that grow to be large shall have one 
relatively straight central leader (Figure 1).  
Heading the tree is acceptable provided the 
central leader is reestablished in the nursery.

Main branches (Figure 2) shall be well distributed 
along the central leader, not clustered together. 
They shall form a balanced crown appropriate for 
the cultivar or species.

The largest branches shall be free of bark inclusions that 
extend into the branch union (Figure 4 A and B).

Small‐diameter branches (Figure 5, left), particularly on trees 
less than 1 inch caliper, should be present along the lower 
trunk below the lowest main branch. These branches shall be 
no larger than 3/8 inch in diameter.  

Desirable Not desirable

The diameter of branches (Figure 3) that grow from the 
central leader, or trunk, shall be no larger than two‐thirds 
(one‐half is preferred) the diameter of the trunk measured just 
above the branch.

Desirable

Desirable Not desirable

Not desirable

DesirableDesirable Not desirable

Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Figure 3.

The root collar (the uppermost roots) (Figure 7) shall be 
within the upper 2 inches of the soil media (substrate). The 
root collar and the inside portion of the root ball shall be free 
of defects, including circling, kinked, and stem‐girdling roots. 
Roots at the surface should grow mostly straight to the side of 
the container. You may need to remove soil near the root collar 
to inspect for root defects.

The tree shall be well rooted in the soil media. Roots shall be 
uniformly distributed throughout the container, meaning that 
roots should not be concentrated at the bottom of the root ball. 
Some roots should contact the container wall in the top half of 
the root ball (Figure 7, left). When the container is removed, the 
root ball shall remain intact. When the trunk is lifted, both the 
trunk and root system shall move as one. The imprint of the liner 
or smaller container shall not be visible (Figure 7, left).

The root ball shall be moist throughout at the time of 
inspection and delivery. The roots shall show no signs of 
excess soil moisture as indicated by poor root growth, root 
discoloration, distortion, death, or foul odor. The crown shall 
show no signs of moisture stress as indicated by wilted, 
shriveled, or dead leaves or branch dieback. 

The trunk caliper (diameter) and taper (Figure 6) shall be 
sufVicient so that the tree remains vertical without a stake.

The trunk shall be free of wounds, sunburned areas, conks 
(fungal fruiting bodies), wood cracks, bleeding areas, signs 
of boring insects, cankers, or lesions. Properly made recent 
or closed pruning cuts are acceptable.

Figure 4.
A

B

Figure 5.

Desirable Not desirable

Not desirableDesirable

Figure 6.

Figure 7.

Desirable Not desirableCopyright 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